LARVIK

Larvik has many public spaces with great potential.
However, the massive concentration of car parks in the most
attractive areas of the town and the priority given to fast traffic
flows through them, combined with a constrained topographical
context, mean that the city centre is fragmented, isolating
each of these spaces, which are so close together on the map.

As architects and urban designers, concerned with
the environmental issues of our century, we wondered how
could we make this site more soft-user-friendly in order
to reveal all its qualities through low-impact solutions and
interventions, while respecting all its users and its biodiversity.

After experiencing Larvik ourselves, on a
pedestrian scale, during a number of site visits, our analysis
of the town revealed a number of remarkable places:
Bokeskogen, a beech forest to the north and the starting
point for many beautiful hiking and cycling routes;
The pedestrianised town centre, with its old stone-paved shopping
streets, its key administrative buildings, its large central square and
its hidden heart of terraces and restaurants with a warm atmosphere;
Bokkerfjellet, a breath of greenery in the heights of the town, offering a
magpnificent view of the surrounding area and the fjord in the distance;
The combination of bus and train stations, with its many
lines offering privileged connections to the whole region;
The south bank, with its sports facilities and piers, a legacy of its maritime
industrial past, offering vast areas of privileged access to the fjord;
Several remarkable buildings, including the Farris factory, the
bunker networks under the Bgkkerfjellet park, the cultural centre,
the theatre, the Festiviteten, the Farris Bad spa and the Tollboden.
The promenade along the Fjord, linking Batteristranda beach in
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the west to Tollerodden Park in the historic district in the east.

While the issues raised by the competition in Larvik make
perfect sense, the proposed solutions are open to question. Rather
than adopting palliative solutions, such as the construction of an
aerial crossing to bypass the problematic infrastructures, we have
preferred to provide the city with curative solutions to ensure the
sustainability of its development: Acting directly on these spaces
by exploiting their potential through urban improvements and
redevelopment; forging new links to establish a rich and diverse
network across the city, attractive to both tourists and residents.
By relegating the car to the background in favour of soft mobility, it
is possible to foresee a different future for Larvik town centre. The
network formed between the locations identified above offers a
continuous, pleasant and inclusive urban route. The specificity of each
place is revealed, benefiting the others through these new connections.

The topographical barrier of Bekkerjfellet is broken by
the transformation of Bgkkerveien into a vegetated pedestrian
avenue, connecting the upper and lower parts of the town by
proposing a new attractive programme halfway along the street: the
Larvik municipal mediatheque. The location of this new landmark
building invites walkers along the waterfront and travellers arriving
by public transport to use this route to discover the rest of the
town, which was previously difficult to access. By creating the
missing link in the chain of interconnected public spaces, a genuine
continuity is created between the waterfront and the Bgkeskogen.
This project, in response to Larvik's request, approaches the city
ground as a living, three-dimensional landscape. This process aims
to work with existing buildings and heritage, seeking to maximise the
effects produced with a minimal impact on land and construction.
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THE NEW MESENTATRAN

INFLUENCE LEVELS : Reconnecting the different neighbourhoods

through successive visual connec[oj ﬁt gitegomexpgeécinl_,
1st level of influence : U T I O N
Direct visual connection zone from the new library

2nd level of influence :
Attractive districts connected to the 1st zones

3rd level of influence :
Distant activities districts connected to the 2st zones

thecorestaitay TRUsiRAGGnRAReainadag distoric district in the east.

( Public transport users, cyclists, pedestrians and drivers )
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BRANN SQUARE

Branntorget is the new Street Art square thatéreplaces the car
park in the heart of the city fepp] io t Cdle) %@
culture by offering an immte'rJ;ivRé %ﬁﬂmuseum& %lt&ht'g?-af gram
and colourful frescoes. By extending the lively, friendly atmosphere
of the neighbouring restaurant terraces, the square aims to attract a
younger population to this part of the city centre.
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