
LARVIK

	 Larvik has many public spaces with great potential. 
However, the massive concentration of car parks in the most 
attractive areas of the town and the priority given to fast traffic 
flows through them, combined with a constrained topographical 
context, mean that the city centre is fragmented, isolating 
each of these spaces, which are so close together on the map.

	 As architects and urban designers, concerned with 
the environmental issues of our century, we wondered how 
could we make this site more soft-user-friendly in order 
to reveal all its qualities through low-impact solutions and 
interventions, while respecting all its users and its biodiversity.

	 After experiencing Larvik ourselves, on a 
pedestrian scale, during a number of site visits, our analysis 
of the town revealed a number of remarkable places:
Bøkeskogen, a beech forest to the north and the starting 
point for many beautiful hiking and cycling routes;
The pedestrianised town centre, with its old stone-paved shopping 
streets, its key administrative buildings, its large central square and 
its hidden heart of terraces and restaurants with a warm atmosphere;
Bøkkerfjellet, a breath of greenery in the heights of the town, offering a 
magnificent view of the surrounding area and the fjord in the distance;
The combination of bus and train stations, with its many 
lines offering privileged connections to the whole region;
The south bank, with its sports facilities and piers, a legacy of its maritime 
industrial past, offering vast areas of privileged access to the fjord;
Several remarkable buildings, including the Farris factory, the 
bunker networks under the Bøkkerfjellet park, the cultural centre, 
the theatre, the Festiviteten, the Farris Bad spa and the Tollboden.
The promenade along the Fjord, linking Batteristranda beach in 

PRESENTATION

the west to Tollerodden Park in the historic district in the east.

	 While the issues raised by the competition in Larvik make 
perfect sense, the proposed solutions are open to question. Rather 
than adopting palliative solutions, such as the construction of an 
aerial crossing to bypass the problematic infrastructures, we have 
preferred to provide the city with curative solutions to ensure the 
sustainability of its development: Acting directly on these spaces 
by exploiting their potential through urban improvements and 
redevelopment; forging new links to establish a rich and diverse 
network across the city, attractive to both tourists and residents.
By relegating the car to the background in favour of soft mobility, it 
is possible to foresee a different future for Larvik town centre. The 
network formed between the locations identified above offers a 
continuous, pleasant and inclusive urban route. The specificity of each 
place is revealed, benefiting the others through these new connections.

	 The topographical barrier of Bøkkerjfellet is broken by 
the transformation of Bøkkerveien into a vegetated pedestrian 
avenue, connecting the upper and lower parts of the town by 
proposing a new attractive programme halfway along the street: the 
Larvik municipal mediatheque. The location of this new landmark 
building invites walkers along the waterfront and travellers arriving 
by public transport to use this route to discover the rest of the 
town, which was previously difficult to access. By creating the 
missing link in the chain of interconnected public spaces, a genuine 
continuity is created between the waterfront and the Bøkeskogen.
This project, in response to Larvik’s request, approaches the city 
ground as a living, three-dimensional landscape. This process aims 
to work with existing buildings and heritage, seeking to maximise the 
effects produced with a minimal impact on land and construction.
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	 Planning for the future of Larvik requires us to look at all of its forms of mobility and how they will evolve 
in the future in the light of changes in our society. Demolishing half of the city centre to build a new station is not a 
viable option for ecological, heritage and financial reasons, so it is preferable to maintain the current position of the 
railway station and the tracks that connect it to the rest of the country. The country’s entire coastal road network is 
based on a system of motorways set back inland to serve the major towns, and county roads running alongside the 
sea and connecting the smaller towns together.

	 County road 303 is the main reason for the fracture in space between the waterfront and the rest of 
the town: it is used by a large number of vehicles that drive through the town without stopping and at excessive 
speeds, resulting in a high level of noise pollution that can be experienced right up to the top of the Bøkkerfjellet 
park. Moreover, it creates a feeling of discomfort for pedestrians walking alongside it, which is detrimental to the 
attractiveness of the shops and restaurants located along its edges. As it is difficult to cross, this road forms a 
frontier next to a car park and the railway tracks, preventing any permeability of cross traffic and use between the 
town and the waterfront. Larvik is located in a unique geographical position, as the squeeze of the town between 
the fjord and Lake Farris concentrates traffic flows at a single point. County road 303, running alongside the coast 
and the railway lines, is therefore no longer relevant, as the E18 highway and its 404 branch provide an equally 
efficient means of distributing the town and its commercial port. One of the project’s key interventions is therefore 
to transform this county road and the car park that runs alongside it into a large public pedestrian square crossed by 
a street that is scaled to its surroundings. The new meeting area will give priority to pedestrians, cyclists and public 
transport. 
The idea is to promote the use of these means of transport over cars within the city. Bicycle and bus stations will 
provide rapid access to all areas of the city from the many free car parks on the edge of the city centre. 

	 The motorhome car park on the waterfront will be enlarged to replace the spaces in the station car park 
that have been removed. The crossing over the tracks providing access to the platform will also be extended to join 
a path leading to this new car park.
In a desirable future in which society does without carbon-based individual means of transport, it will be possible 
to reclaim the city’s remaining car parks to further develop the quality and distribution of the soft mobility network.
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THE NEW MEDIATHEQUE

	 As a continuation of Storgata torget, Larvik’s new 
mediatheque is located in front of one of the entrances to the visit of 
the bunkers under Bøkkerfjellet, upstream from the Farris factory. The 
attractiveness of this new building pulls visitors towards this heritage, 
developing local tourism. The important visual signal it creates, 
perceptible from distant public spaces, indicates the entrance to the 
Bokkerveien promenade. This green path, which leads to the main 
forecourt of the mediatheque, offers a gentle ascent so that everyone 
can easily enjoy the heights of the town and appreciate the wealth of 
its public spaces and activities.

	 The mediatheque is a programme that includes a variety of 
modular spaces, requiring a large volume. By choosing to locate it in 
this hollow space, we are taking advantage of the topography of the 
site, which enhances the project, while at the same time mitigating its 
visual impact on the surrounding housing, like the Farris factory. The 
existing gradient allows us to create a double forecourt, connected by 
an integrated public staircase. The existing staircase in the cliff connects 
with the forecourt, creating a second, faster, continuous route to the 
heights of the town.
Positioned lower than the Farris factory, the height of the building 
does not obscure its presence on the site, but instead complements 
it. The mediatheque is an eye-catcher, acting as a buffer between the 
park and the new housing block on the waterfront. Wood was chosen 
as the building material, along with the attic and its 360° terrace, to 
create a smoother visual transition from the park, without obscuring 
the panoramic view of the Fjord.

	 Embedded in its solid base of local stone, the lower levels 
contain the multimedia and conference spaces, taking advantage of 
its double height to include an amphitheatre programme. In the upper 
part of the building are the spaces dedicated to the library.
	 As well as enjoying panoramic views over the city and its 
waterfront, the building immerses readers in a ‘peaceful’ atmosphere 
through its large north-facing window overlooking the Bøkkerfjellet 
park. In this way, the park becomes an inherent part of the project, 
acting as a changing scenery between a snow-covered cliff and a green 
park. Considering the challenge of light in Norway, with continuous 
days and prolonged nights depending on the season, the building is 
equipped with a system of external blinds on all its façades, enabling 
protection needs to be adapted. The design of this equipment, 
together with the timber stiffeners, enriches the composition of the 
façade, demonstrating a sane and sustainable construction philosophy.
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building invites walkers along the waterfront and travellers arriving 
by public transport to use this route to discover the rest of the 
town, which was previously difficult to access. By creating the 
missing link in the chain of interconnected public spaces, a genuine 
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PUBLIC SQUARES

	 Branntorget is the new Street Art square that replaces the car 
park in the heart of the city centre’s restoration block. It celebrates urban 
culture by offering an immersive open-air museum, with giant graphic 
and colourful frescoes. By extending the lively, friendly atmosphere 
of the neighbouring restaurant terraces, the square aims to attract a 
younger population to this part of the city centre. 

	 Thanks to the generosity of its space, the square has great 
potential to be used for all kinds of events throughout the year, helping 
to liven up the city centre in a new way every day: in the morning, with 
an ephemeral market of local craftspeople; during the day, with a street 
food market or a temporary sculpture exhibition; in the evening, to 
enjoy an open-air concert under the lights of specially installed string 
lights. 

	 This new public space will enrich the city by offering residents 
a spacious, high-quality environment for festive, cultural, culinary, 
community or participative gatherings. The aim is to encourage Larvik’s 
residents and tourists to meet and share.

	 Storgatatorget is the southern entrance to the city. It concentrates 
a large number of services and major buildings, in particular Larvik Central 
Station and the railway crossing to the port. This large, mineral public space 
is structured by a succession of forecourts and urban developments directly 
linked to each of its points. By re-qualifying the 303 road, what was once an 
axis dedicated mainly to cars becomes a major boulevard for soft mobility. 
Bringing the height of the road in line with the pedestrian areas directly 
influences drivers to change their behaviour by reducing their speed thanks 
to a change in their perception of the road: it is no longer a pedestrian who 
crosses a road, but a driver who crosses a pedestrian zone. 

	 The pavement plays an important role in this part of the city. By 
unifying the entire street with a system of natural paving stones with wide 
joints, Storgatatorget benefits from a strong visual identity and helps to 
manage water run-off from the sloping streets that connect to it, which 
can be very heavy depending on the season. The permeable ground drains 
this water through its green spaces, which are laid out as rain gardens or 
planted paths. These systems give vegetation back its place in a dense urban 
environment, creating a new landscape that combines nature and modernity. 
Design furniture, celebrating the expertise of the Larvikit reuse, completes the 
arrangement, making Storgatatorget a definitive «Welcome» zone for visitors 
to Larvik.

	 Tollen Square is characterised by the Tollbodden, the 
Toldkammer and the restoration of its former port area. The ornamented 
stone facades of these two buildings are being upgraded within Larvik 
through two strategies: The modification of their respective functions 
and the creation of a square base unifying their access. One of them 
will become a foodmarket, using the forecourt as a terrace in summer, 
and offering a cosy space in its large hall in winter. The other will be 
temporarily reinvested as a «citizens’ base» during the construction 
work, allowing everyone to come and find out about the work in 
progress and take part in urban workshops. In its final phase, it will be 
transformed into a museum of Norwegian ‘resources’, honouring the 
skills associated with stone and wood and raising visitors’ awareness of 
the importance of preserving them for the future. 

	 The old port of Larvik is getting a new look. It preserves its 
historic character but changes function: in summer, it becomes a family 
bathing area, then an iceskating rink in winter. This modularity is made 
possible by the creation of three progressive depth levels: controlling 
the volume of water in the harbour means that its temperature can be 
regulated, making it more pleasant for swimming and ensuring that 
the ice is thick enough for skating.Furthermore, it benefits from an 
unobstructed view thanks to the removal of the ruined pier. The concrete 
from the demolition, once sorted, will be crushed and reintegrated into 
the new urban ground. Combining all these interventions, Tollen Square 
becomes one of Larvik’s most attractive locations.
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