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Non-stop Larvik is a visionary project that offers a friendly and 
positive solution for Larvik ‘s environment and the well-being of its 
inhabitants, encompassing humans, animals, and plants. 

The project’s focus is on developing and enhancing the existing 
natural environments in Bøkkerfjellet Park and Larvik ‘s coast-
line, as well as the surrounding areas, by introducing specific 
elements that breathe new life into them.

To achieve this, a new bridge will connect both environments, 
bringing the new biosystems on land and sea closer together. This 
interconnected global ecosystem will lead to increased biodiversity 
and overall well-being.

The use of local materials like Larvikite stone and wood from 
the beech forest, Bøkeskogen, will be central to the urban and 
architectural development. This approach creates a circular and 
sustainable process, revitalizing the local economy in the process.

The project goes beyond mere urban development; it reimagines 
public spaces as biodiverse landscapes. Picture public spaces as 
the grounds where we can effectively address the challenges 
posed by climate change and its impact on society and the 
environment through innovative design. These spaces become a 
symbol of inclusion, accommodating differences among humans 
and non-humans, acting as mediators for new interdependencies.

In this vision, soils, water bodies, shores, and eco-corridors become 
pivotal actors, guiding complex transformation processes. Public 
space is transformed into the heart of the Living Cities concept, 
where harmony between nature and urban life is harmoniously 
performed.

 Non-stop Connection

The core concept of this proposal revolves around the seamless 
connection between Larvik ‘s city center and the bustling harbor, 
with a focus on simplicity, accessibility, and directness. By bridging 
the gap between these two vital activity hubs, the vision is to create 
a more compact and expansive Larvik simultaneously.

At the heart of this proposition lies accessibility, a fundamental 
pillar of urbanism and architecture. The goal is not only to cater to 
individuals with physical disabilities but also to consider the needs 
of those with psychical limitations, ensuring that everyone can 
navigate the city with ease.

The effective realization of this connection occurs on two levels:

1. Bottom Level: A careful study will be conducted to enhance the 
transit of citizens over the busy road and railway line. Strategies 
will be implemented to reduce traffic speed for cars, and broader 
crossings over the railway line will be created to ensure accessibility.RT507
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2. Upper Level: A new physical connection will be established through the construction of a pedestrian 
and bike bridge that seamlessly links the city center and the harbor. The bridge will feature an accessible 
slope and will be enhanced with stands, stairs, and an elevator. Utilizing local materials like Larvikite for the 
floor and wood for the structure, the bridge will blend harmoniously with the city’s landscape and skyline. 
Moreover, the bridge will serve as an excellent viewpoint and plaza, capitalizing on its prime location.

As the centerpiece of the entire project, this bridge will not merely connect different areas but also foster 
connections between buildings and uses. Activities will thrive below, next to, and above the bridge, 
physically linking the new library with the city center and the emerging business and social district housed 
in the historical buildings near the harbor.

In conclusion, this visionary proposal aims to transform Larvik into a more integrated and accessible 
city by forging a direct link between the city center and the harbor. The emphasis on simplicity and 
accessibility ensures that all residents, regardless of their physical abilities, can participate fully in the city’s 
vibrant life. 
With the bridge serving as a symbol of connectivity and progress, Larvik’s urban fabric will be woven 
together into a more cohesive and inclusive tapestry. The implementation of this innovative project will 
undoubtedly elevate Larvik’s status as a forward-thinking and people-centric city, setting an example for 
urban planning that values both practicality and aesthetic harmony.

 Non-stop Waterfront

The newly established connection has breathed new life into 
the harbor area, transforming it into a dynamic complement 
to the city center, synergistically enhancing both regions and 
ultimately elevating Larvik’s allure.

In a bid to create a thriving business and commercial 
hub, the historic buildings have undergone a thoughtful 
reprogramming, adapting to new uses such as coworking 
spaces, offices, rental areas, and shops. Embracing the value 
of these listed structures, their restoration showcases the 
rich history and vernacular architecture, making the most of 
these precious resources.

The exterior areas surrounding the harbor have been 
ingeniously repurposed to host vibrant events such as 
concerts, markets, and impromptu activities. A shift from car-
centric spaces to people-friendly areas fosters a more lively 
and inviting atmosphere.
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Drawing inspiration from the reclaimed old harbor shape, the waterfront experience has been revitalized, 
allowing visitors and citizens to immerse themselves in closer proximity to the sea. New tracks now lead 
to the water’s edge, inviting everyone to relish swimming areas, saunas, jumping spots, and climbing 
walls, while providing ample standing areas for breathtaking views.

With the harmonious interplay of revitalized harbor spaces, restored historic structures, and a more 
inviting waterfront, Larvik stands on the cusp of a remarkable transformation. The seamless connection 
between the city center and the harbor, along with the dynamic repurposing of spaces, guarantees a 
more vibrant and inclusive Larvik that beckons visitors and inhabitants alike to experience its newfound 
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 Non-stop Future

The library stands as a beacon, symbolizing the bright future of the entire city. Nestled within 
Bøkkerfjellet Park, its design ingeniously utilizes the new bridge as its roof, preserving the green and 
natural surroundings by seamlessly incorporating them into the building. Taking advantage of the 
terrain’s topographical features, the library strategically positions its main entrance through Bøkkerfjellet 
Park and a secondary one via Linaaes gate, where the parking plot once stood. The interior is thoughtfully 
designed with spacious ramps, ensuring accessibility throughout and creating a pleasant promenade 
guiding visitors from one point to another.

The library’s linear shape is thoughtfully extended to cater to diverse needs:
1. One section connects seamlessly to the urban area, envisioned as a 24-hour room. This space serves as 
a perpetually open and accessible living room for all, facilitating exhibitions, talks, and even study rooms 
during exam periods. It can function independently from the rest of the building.
2. The other section gracefully hovers over the hill, embracing the existing trees and providing breathtaking 
views of Larvik’s uninterrupted horizon. Merging with the natural landscape, this area creates a harmonious 
blend of nature and knowledge.

From an environmental perspective, the library boasts robust construction with low maintenance 
requirements, minimizing resource consumption. An efficient envelope ensures sustainability, 
complemented by geothermal systems for energy efficiency.

Unwaveringly, accessibility takes precedence for the library. It aims to be a true arena of inclusivity, offering 
a discernible and easily accessible entrance, while catering to the diverse needs and expectations of the 
inhabitants. Beyond democratizing access to knowledge, it fosters a sense of community by providing 
excellent indoor and outdoor spaces and captivating views, tightly integrating itself into the city’s fabric.
Larvik’s library embodies a vision of sharing—a space where knowledge, opportunities, participation, 
and experiences are exchanged through engaging conversations and various activities. It has been 
meticulously designed to accommodate large events, classrooms, activity rooms, dining areas, group 
spaces, and study rooms, in addition to traditional library functions.

In essence, this library serves as a versatile haven, catering to the needs of all age groups and generations 
in Larvik. Embracing the city’s identity and history, it stands as a library for the future—a welcoming space 
that represents the spirit of Larvik, inviting everyone to gather, learn, and grow together.
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 Non-stop Participation

The participatory process for Non-stop Larvik is a key element in shaping the final urban and landscape 
project, along with public buildings, and ensuring that every resident feels a strong sense of ownership 
and belonging to the transformed city. To achieve this, the participatory process is designed with several 
stages to engage the entire community:

1. Online and On-site Project Exhibition: The project will be showcased through online platforms and 
physical boards and conferences. This allows residents to familiarize themselves with the proposed ideas, 
understand the vision, and ask initial questions.

2. Collecting Suggestions and Opinions: An essential aspect of the participatory process is gathering 
feedback from the community. Both online and on-site, residents can share their suggestions, opinions, 
and ideas to add, change, or improve upon the project plans.

3. On-site Working Days with Citizens: Non-stop Larvik values hands-on involvement. Working days 
will be organized in different areas of Larvik, inviting citizens to participate actively. Interactive activities, 
models of the project, and discovery games will further engage people in shaping their city’s future.

4. Meetings with Collectives and City Representatives: Collaboration with various collectives and city 
representatives is crucial. These meetings will focus on studying citizen proposals, understanding the 
feasibility of including them in the project, and ensuring that diverse perspectives are considered.

5. Online Voting for Final Interventions: To democratize the decision-making process, a platform for 
online voting will be established. Achievable proposals will be listed, and residents will have the opportunity 
to vote on which interventions they prefer to see implemented.

6. Development and Exhibition of the Final Project: Taking into account the inputs from the community 
and the online voting results, the final project will be developed. The refined plan will be exhibited to the 
public, showcasing how their collective ideas have shaped Larvik’s future.

Non-stop Larvik emphasizes that the success of the project relies on the active participation of every 
citizen, association, or business in Larvik who wishes to make a positive difference for the city. Their 
input, engagement, and creative ideas are welcomed, as they become true agents of change. This 
open implementation process fosters a deep sense of community involvement, ensuring that Larvik’s 
transformation is a reflection of the aspirations and desires of the people who call it home. By nurturing a 
collaborative approach, the project not only creates a sustainable and biodiverse urban environment but 
also strengthens the social fabric and sense of pride in Larvik’s residents.

In conclusion, the participatory process for Non-stop Larvik stands as a testament to the power of 
collective decision-making and community-driven development. By involving and valuing the ideas and 
contributions of its citizens, Larvik ‘s transformation becomes a shared journey, where each person has a 
stake in shaping the future of their beloved city. Through this inclusive approach, Non-stop Larvik aspires 
to create a harmonious and thriving living space that truly belongs to its people.
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